


Uxbridge is a vibrant, exciting place. Students from all round the world are attracted
to its cutting edge university. International businesses have their regional
headquarters here, famous household names have branches and business here
and everyday the town comes alive as thousands of professionals come here to
advance their careers and boost the economy.

Even though it benefits from two tube lines and being only a
few miles from Heathrow and three major motorways, Uxbridge
retains its own separate identity.

It's up market café culture and clean open pedestrianised
centre gives it a feel of its own, and on the

town’s western boundaries lie the fields of

Oxfordshire and Bucks.

Uxbridge has energy.
It is a town capable of reinventing itself in a way that is sensitive,
attractive and modern. Progress is exciting.. but there can be a
danger.

As new development take place familiar landmarks that have given a community a
sense of identity and continuity can either be lost or not maintained for the
generations that follow.

The reason why we are making an appeal to you — the business community of our
town - is to ask you to help us conserve some of the community heritage of the
town you work in.



St Andrew’s Church

— the church with the big spire —is
one of our town’s most visible
landmarks and one of a shrinking number of links with our community’ past.

The Church was designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott.... an
architect of international renown who also designed the Midland
Grand Hotel at St. Pancras station and the Albert Memorial in
London.

Scott was asked to draw up plans to build a church “without
unnecessary ornament but in handsome proportions suitable to
its position at the entrance to Uxbridge Town....... "

Local people and wherever possible local materials
were used in the construction of the Church. The brick
is local and the builder was William Fassnidge — an
Uxbridge man whose contribution to the community was
remembered in the naming of Fassnidge park.

The foundation stone was laid by Bishop of London on
June 29™ 1864 and he returned to consecrated the
completed church on May 1%, the following year.

Back then in 1865 the entire Church cost just under £12,000 to build!

One hundred and forty three years later the Church desperately needs some
maintenance work

THREE DIFFERENT BITS OF WORK NEED TO BE DONE
1) The Church Floor

The largest of the tasks is the Church floor

The original floor tiles are in a bad state. Many are loose and are lifting off the floor
because the compound into which they were set has become powdery. This poses
a safety hazard. In the main part of the Church many of the tiles are cracked and
most are worn and no longer retain their original colour.

Having studied and costed the various options our plan is to
Retain and re-bed the original Victorian tiles in the chancel and sanctuary
areas — these are relatively unworn and their conservation is important to us.



In the main part of the church and in the porch to replace and retile the
existing tiled areas with new tiles that are sympathetic to

the original colour scheme and appropriate for such a

building appropriate.

How much will this cost?

The architect approved by the Diocese of London has told us

that this will cost £32,000 to clear and replace the tiles or the

main part of the Church and £12,000 for the new tiles for the

Porch and repairs to the areas round the font and re-bedding the existing tiles in the
chancel and sanctuary. This brings the total cost of repairing the floor to £42,000

2) Essential work to the Gutters, Hoppers and

down pipes

In addition to this the old Victorian cast iron hoppers and down
pipes need replacing, repairing or re-fixing. This work is urgently
needed to stop further water damage.

How much will this cost

The lowest tender for this is £1,278. 93

3) Survey of Drains needed before repair of damp

We also have a major area of damp in the north east corer of the side Chapel, the

Architect has said that it would be unwise to start repair work starts before doing a
survey of the drains. How much will this cost? The lowest tender for this is £1,270

Why do we need to ask for your help?
Because contrary to popular opinion we receive no contributions or help from the
state at all.

St Andrew’s is maintained entirely by the hundred or so individuals and families of
the congregation.

But major work of this kind is too great for us and so as part of our appeal we are
asking you to consider using some of your Community support money to support
the architectural heritage of our town.

Please make an impression in Uxbridge by helping to conserve one its most

familiar landmarks and a vital part of its architectural heritage.
Fr. Cliff Bowman,

Please make any contributions payabl&hie St Andrew’s Church Fund.
Cl/o Fr. Cliff Bowman, St. Andrew’s Vicarage, Nurg&Vaye, Uxbridge. UB8 2BJ
All contributions will be acknowledged on our Chlneeb site.




